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HEAD OF SCHOOL ARTICLE 
 
Dear OHVA Parents and Community Stakeholders,  

Once again we are excited to bring insight into the many facets of Ohio Virtual 
Academy through our Annual Report.  Ohio Virtual Academy served approximately 
12,000 students during the 2014-2015 school year.  As we have since 2002, the staff 
worked in partnership with parents to bring academic success to our students. 
Included in this report are the different initiatives that were provided to accomplish 
our goals, as well as student success stories from around the state.  We cherish the 
trust parents have placed in our school and count it an honor to be a partner in the 
education process.  We treasure the fact that we can partner with parents to provide 
an outstanding educational experience for everyone who attends Ohio Virtual 
Academy.  We understand that the reasons students enroll in OHVA vary, but we are 
proud that so many families join with us to accomplish the academic goals they set for 
their students.   

This edition of the Ohio Virtual Academy Annual Report seeks to provide an 
understanding of our academic achievements, student activities, finances and 
demographics for the 2014/2015 school year. 

The 2014/15 school year saw many changes in Ohio.  New State Standards 
were presented by the Ohio Department of Education.  Along with the new standards, 
a new state assessment unfolded.  Due to the new assessment schedule, state scores 
will not be available in this report.  However, OHVA strived toward accomplishing all 
expectations.  In this report, we chose instead, to focus on the most important asset at 
OHVA, our students.  We hope the stories included in our report will help you 
understand the many facets of our students and the success they are finding.   

While striving to meet all benchmarks set by the Ohio Department of 
Education, Ohio Virtual endeavors to provide a high level of education for our 
students.  While acknowledging the challenge we face to meet the expectations of the 
ODE, we continued to improve on our academic plan.   Our desire for continuous 
improvement in our student’s proficiency will continue in years to come, even as the 
expectations from the Ohio Department of Education are changing.  There are still 
challenges to be met, but the students, parents and staff worked together to grow 
academically. 

We continued to use Race to the Top and School Improvement Grant funds, as 
well as Title 1 and state funding to serve our students with an academic plan that 
provided an individualized approach.  This included continuing to provide top notch 
curriculum and support to help students grow academically. Funds from these grant 
programs were used to provide supplemental programs such as Study Island and 
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Writing.  They also assisted in providing additional professional development for our 
teachers in quality instructional practices, data collection, and how to use this data to 
drive student achievement. 

We continue to work fervently for our students and used many tools and 
interventions to help meet student’s individual needs.  Student needs were met 
through the continuous use of high level instruction through ClassConnect sessions.  
Staff goals were set to meet with students in large, small and individual sessions to 
help remediate and provide academic instruction in reading, writing, math, history 
and science. 

During the 2014/2015 school year OHVA continued to use well received 
programs developed throughout the past years.  Our Credit Recovery program helped 
to provide specific guidance and support for students who entered high school behind 
in credits to graduate.  Many of our High School students took advantage of the Post-
Secondary Option and earned college credits while earning high school credits.  
Several OHVA students graduated high school with an Associate’s Degree from their 
local colleges.  Our program also gave Middle School Students the opportunity to 
participate in High School Courses.  The average passing scores for these students 
was 97%.   Fourth through Eighth grades provided a synchronous teaching model 
which allowed students to work from the K12 curriculum content with OHVA 
teachers providing instruction to the students.  Satellite teachers helped provide 
interventions to our students in 3rd grade to provide the necessary instruction to seek 
promotion.  Our youngest students in kindergarten through 2nd grades focused on 
reading interventions and growth.  

As in past years, it has been a great honor serving the Ohio Virtual Academy 
families and the OHVA team looks forward to continued partnership with the 
students and parents who are enrolled with us.  I hope you find the remainder of this 
report provides you with an overview of Ohio Virtual Academy. 

 
Dr. Kristin Stewart, Ph.D. 
 
Ohio Virtual Academy Senior Head of School 
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GROWING IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE 
 
During the 2014-15 school year K-2 teachers implemented the new Kindergarten 

Readiness Assessment. This is a face to face assessment that measures Ohio’s Early 
Learning and Development Standards that are the basis for Kindergarten Readiness.  It has 
six components: social skills, mathematics, science, social studies, language and literacy, 
and physical well-being and motor development. We completed these assessments by 
hosting 45 regionally based Meet Your Teacher events which allowed all K-2nd grade 
students the opportunity to meet their OHVA teacher face to face. The focus of these 
events is twofold, to allow students to meet and build relationships with their teachers and 
to provide learning coaches with an understanding of how to provide phonics instruction 
for their K-2nd grade students.  At the K-2 level we recognize the necessary partnership 
between the teacher and learning coach.  We begin to foster these relationships the first 
week of school and continue those relationships throughout the school year by 
implementing individual conferences and providing 34 parent training sessions throughout 
the school year. 

AIMSweb, an online assessment tool, provides us with a good baseline of where a 
student is at in the areas of reading and math. This is also utilized as our alternate state 
diagnostic assessment tool. Each K-2 student is assessed three times throughout the school 
year; fall, winter, and spring. If a student scores below or well below target they are 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Early-Learning-Content-Standards
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Early-Learning-Content-Standards
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provided synchronous instruction to support the student at their academic level and their 
K12 curriculum is adjusted in the areas of math, phonics and language arts to meet the 
student’s specific needs. Teachers provide daily classroom instruction in the areas of 
phonics and language arts in order to develop strong readers who can read fluently, 
comprehend what they read, and ultimately become strong writers. 

Our OHVA K-2 teachers enjoy team teaching in order to provide students with 
differentiated instruction and small group sessions in the area of phonics and fluency. Our 
teachers meet together once a week in teacher based teams to review progress monitoring 
results and to discuss individual interventions for students who may need extra support. 
During the 2014-15 school year we were provided a wonderful opportunity to add 
Instructional Support Staff to our team. This allowed us to provide students an additional 
layer of academic support as needed. To meet the requirements of the Ohio Department of 
Education’s Third Grade Reading Guarantee the Instructional Support Teachers focused on 
phonics, reading fluency and comprehension.  In a combined effort, all K-2 teachers 
completed progress monitoring of 1040 students with a total of 9,624 individual progress 
monitoring sessions during the 2014-15 school year. These progress monitoring sessions 
allow us to see if students are making growth in their areas of weakness. Overall, we had a 
9% increase in the total number of students who met their Reading Student Learning 
Objective growth target from 1st semester to 2nd semester.  This is a 5% improvement over 
our 13-14 results.   

Overall, we had a 9% increase in the total 
number of students who met their Reading 
Student Learning Objective growth target 
from 1st semester to 2nd semester.  This is a 
5% improvement over our 13-14 results. 

 

At the K-2 level we also had the privilege of offering an advanced learner program. 
During the 2014-15 school year 130 students had the opportunity to meet twice a month 
with their grade level peers and work on project based instruction, reading comprehension, 
the writing process, brainstorming, discussion, research, peer editing, and oral 
presentation. This format allowed students to utilize higher level thinking skills and 
strategies with other students who were also working above grade level. 
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3-5 FOCUSES ON INSTRUCTION 

      The 3-5 team focused on strong academic instruction from the curriculum in Math, 
Language Arts and Writing aligned to Ohio’s New Learning Standards. The teachers worked 
with students to strengthen their composition writing skills as well as their ability to respond 
to a written response question.  Students completed monthly math and reading written 
response essay type questions to which they received direct teacher feedback. Learning 
Coaches were also given the scoring rubric and writing resources to more effectively work 
with the students during daily instruction at home. Several units from the Composition 
Curriculum were taught in live class connect sessions to guide students through the writing 
process. Teachers focused on instruction in the grade level standards correlating these with 
lessons in the OLS curriculum during their weekly class connect sessions.  

      3-5 held a “Drop everything and Go to the Island Day” in February.  It was a day 
designated to work all day in Study Island to complete lessons and earn blue ribbons. 
Teachers opened their classrooms for the day to tutor students in Study Island lessons, hold 
contests and host rewarding activities. The Principal even made her way through all of the 
classrooms throughout the day to cheer the students on and participate in the class activities. 
Everyone wore their beach gear and submitted photos of how they converted their schooling 
space into a tropical island! These pictures were posted on our OHVA website for everyone 
to share in the wonderful school spirit! We were able to earn 6000 Blue Ribbons in one day!  

     Our STAR program served grades 4-7 with daily direct instruction from the math and 
ELA components of the curriculum, allowing students to complete their daily lessons while 
in class with their teachers. This program is offered as an option to our students in 4th 
through 7th grade. Learning Coaches and students can choose to participate in this 
synchronous instruction program. Students that participate in the STAR program are able to 
mark OLS lessons complete after they participate in class daily.  

      SIG Skills Academy was offered daily for one hour in the morning with a repeated 
session in the late afternoon. Academic content standards were the focus of these grade level 
class connect sessions. The hour long session provided opportunities for students to work on 
Study Island lessons with live guidance from a teacher.  

     The Satellite Reading  teachers were able to work with our 3rd grade struggling readers 
who have been determined to be “not on track” with their reading level by the Aimsweb 
Diagnostic Assessment.   These highly qualified reading teachers worked with small groups 
of students daily on reading fluency, comprehension and writing. Under the guidance of 
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these teachers, students were able to improve their Diagnostic scores and the amount of 
words per minute they were able to read by the May Aimsweb Diagnostic Assessment.   

     The Family Cohort served K-8 families with 4 or more students enrolled with OHVA. In 
this model, Learning Coaches with large families have one homeroom teacher to 
communicate and conference with.  Each teacher in the Family Cohort is a grade level 
specialist, conducting grade specific class connect sessions with the same academic structure 
as the other grade levels for all Family Cohort students. Families remain with the same 
homeroom teacher each year as their students move through the elementary grades which is 
helpful for our large families to minimize the amount of k-mail communications while still 
receiving all the critical messaging. This was the last year for the program and it will no 
longer be available due to current enrollment trends with much fewer large families enrolled 
and the increase of academic instructional supports at grade level. It has been a valuable part 
of our program however; we feel our student academic needs will be better served by grade 
level specific homeroom classes moving forward.  

     Instructional Support teachers provided individual and small group instruction to students 
in the areas of math and reading. They were able to meet weekly with students referred by 
their homeroom teachers to provide academic support. These highly qualified teachers 
provided students with specific interventions to strengthen areas of academic weakness in 
order to move the student forward towards mastery of grade level content standards.  

     Each grade level had a team of 2 teachers who worked to welcome all newly enrolled 
students at their grade level. They worked to onboard these families by helping them log 
into the online school, navigate the instructional tools, log into Study Island and complete 
any assessments necessary. They warmly welcomed these families/ students and answered 
questions in addition to providing them with critical resources to facilitate their success in 
our school. 

  

345 Flight Crew, also 
known as the 3-5 leads 
& principal, “SOAR” 
through the 2014-2015 

school year. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL STRIVES FOR STUDENT SUCCESS 

The 2014-2015 school year was a time of continued academic growth for middle 
school students at the Ohio Virtual Academy. Middle school is bridge between the elementary 
and high school for students and it provides a smooth transition between the two. OHVA 
middle school teachers are always striving to prepare our students for success throughout life. 
This was our second year, as part of this preparation, using letter grades. Student grades were 
based on individual students’ progress in the OLS, Study Island assignment completion, and 
monthly writing samples. The completion of these three components of our curriculum is 
critical for academic growth. The monthly writing samples included instruction in our live 
sessions, student work samples, and constructive, growth-producing teacher feedback. 
Instructing students to show their knowledge and understanding through writing continued to 
be a top priority at the middle school for the 2014-15 school year. 

As part of the continued conversion to letter grades, students 
received an informal grade report at the end of the first semester to 
allow students and learning coaches to review progress in all courses. 
This gave students an opportunity to make any needed improvements 
during the course of the second semester. This initiative was 
enormously effective across Middle School and we received positive 
feedback from many of our families. Continued communication and 
relationship building between teachers and families were the keys to 
this successful transition. 

We continued the effective practice of using a master Class Connect schedule to 
guarantee that no live sessions were overlapping. This schedule ensured that students could 
attend sessions that were relevant to their academic needs. Teachers provided quality Class 
Connect sessions each week that included Math, English, Science, and History. As part of our 
extended day program students were offered additional support through Math Zones, 
Grammar Zones, History Zones, and Science Zones. These extra support sessions provided 
students the opportunity to work one-on-one with highly qualified teachers. Additionally, 
teachers held data driven small group class connects weekly. The small group classes gave 
teachers a chance to work closely with students who needed additional support or to provide 
enrichment classes. 

“Teachers provided 
quality Class 

Connect sessions 
each week that 
included Math, 

English, Science, and 
History.” 
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8th Graders attend Recognition Celebration 
During the 14-15 school year 

the middle school continued to 
implement Strong Start Goals to 
support students’ success. Strong Start 
goals are comprised of the following: 
student completion of the Welcome to 
Online Learning course, the 
Individualized Learning Plan – Getting 
to Know Scantron course, Scantron 
Math and Reading Performance 
Assessments, and the creation of the 
ILP. At the Middle School, we feel 
that these Strong Start Goals were key 
to starting students on the path to a 
successful school year.  ILPs ,as part of this Strong Start initiative, are a collaborative effort; 
including input from parent/learning coaches and students. It is important that an ILP is used 
to track the student’s goals for the school year. The ILP is a working document that is updated 
throughout the school year. 

The STAR (Synchronous Teaching Achieves Results) program for 6th and 7th grades 
continued to flourish in the 2014-15 school year. Instructors in this program teach the daily 
lessons for the English and Math courses while incorporating Study Island. 

In the school year 2014-15, in an effort to make the transition to the high school even 
smoother for students, all 8th grade Language Arts and Math classes were on the high school 
learning platform (LMS). This allowed students and LC/parents to share the support of MS 
teachers and the MS curriculum while at the same time begin to experience the high school 
platform. 

National Junior Honor Society is also a part of OHVA middle school. Students are 
selected based the national requirements which incorporate the five pillars of scholarship, 
service, leadership, citizenship, and character. There were fifty-six NJHS members last year. 
Our NJHS members offered peer tutoring services during Middle School Zone times and 
helped plan and facilitate a few Celebration Days at the end of the year. 

As a result of the continued outstanding effort of our middle school students and 
teachers, an intense focus on data driven instruction, and the comprehensive set of programs 
and supports offered to our students, the middle school continued to grow academically. We 
are enormously proud of our success at the middle school and remain focused on our students 
and providing them with the best possible middle school education. 
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HIGH SCHOOLADJUSTS TO STATE REQUIREMENTS 

The 2014-2015 school year saw many changes to the testing requirements put forth by the 
Ohio Department of Education. Students in the graduating class of 2018 and beyond were 
required to take Performance Based Assessments (PBAs) early in the Spring and End of 
Course Exams (EOCs) for the following courses: Algebra I, Geometry, English I, English II, 
American History, American Government, and Physical Science. The logistics of the 
increased testing posed new challenges for both OHVA and families. Despite these new 
challenges, our fantastic team of teachers and staff ensured a smooth transition to the new 
state requirements for our families.  

Students in the graduating class of 2017 and before were still required to take and pass all 
five Ohio Graduation Tests. So while we transitioned to the new tests, it was important that 
we continued to provide support to our students needing to pass the OGT’s. . Our new 
iSupport team consisting of Highly Qualified licensed Ohio teachers worked with our 
students needing to pass these tests to provide testing strategies and critical content to build 
confidence and skills. This team also provided support for many students showing a need for 
individual support in the core subject area based on a referral system. Teachers and families 
were truly grateful for this team’s ongoing support.  

GRADUATION 2015 

OHVA’s Graduating Class of 2015 was proudly on display at the Graduation 
Ceremony on June 6th.  This 
was the largest graduating class 
to date with over 750 students 
completing graduation 
requirements through 
OHVA.   370 students 
participated in the ceremony at 
World Harvest Church which 
again provided the perfect 
venue to celebrate the student’s 
achievements.    

We were honored to 
have Nate Davis, Chairman 
and CEO of K12 as our guest speaker at the ceremony.    
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Mr. Davis highlighted the unique achievements 
of the 2015 graduating class and how they used OHVA 
as a springboard for their success.   This included two 
students who received a simultaneous high school 
diploma and associates degree from a local university, 
by using the post-secondary enrollment option. 

There were many other highlights at graduation.  These included the 52 students graduating 
with Honors diplomas,  5 juniors who qualified for early graduation and the 60 other 
students who were able to graduate in August utilizing the free summer school 
program.  Finally, with the aid of OHVA’s credit recovery program, 122 seniors that were 
previously behind on credits, were able to get back on track and graduate with their class. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

OHIO VIRTUAL ACADEMY 11 

FINANCIAL DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
Sources of School Revenue 

  State Funding  $74,800,528  90.1% 
Federal Grants  $7,999,922  9.6% 
Local Grants / Program Initiatives  $75,000  0.1% 
Other Miscellaneous  $117,382  0.1% 
 
Total Revenue  $82,992,832  100.0% 

  
Expenses 

  Salaries  $16,763,966  20.0% 
Fringe Benefits  $5,231,424  6.2% 
Purchased Services  $51,503,257  61.4% 
Materials and Supplies  $9,534,806  11.4% 
Depreciation  $9,608  0.0% 
Other Expenses  $834,766  1.0% 
 
Total Expenses  $83,877,827  100.0% 
 

Deficit  $(884,995) 
 * Amounts included in this report are unaudited and subject to change. 

 
 
Expenditures Related to Classroom Instruction 
 Teacher Salaries, Benefits &  
 Education-Related Expenses   $23,308,967  33.9% 
 Student On-Line Curriculum   $20,156,434  29.3% 
 Student Instructional Materials   $9,373,811  13.6% 
 Student Computers, Internet and Technology   $8,474,358  12.3% 
 Pupil Support Salaries, Benefits &  
 Education-Related Expenses   $3,806,253  5.5% 
 Special Education Services   $3,582,395  5.2% 
Total Expenditures for Classroom Instruction  $68,702,218  100.0% 
 
% Classroom Instruction Expenditures to Total Expenses 

 
81.9% 
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STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

 

  

82.24% 

11.49% 

3.07% 
1.50% 

1.25% 

0.46% 

Ethnicity 

White, non‐Hispanic 

Black, non‐Hispanic 

Hispanic

Asian or Pacific Islander

Multi‐racial 

American Indian or Alaskan
Native

39% 

15% 

33% 

13% 

Economics 

Free Lunch Eligible

Reduced Lunch Eligible

Not Lunch Eligible

Unknown
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STUDENT ENROLLMENT IN OHIO 
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FACULTY & STAFF 

 

 

 

46.09% 

52.79% 

1.12% 

Faculty Degrees 

165 Faculty: Bachelors

189 Faculty: Masters

4 Faculty: Doctorate

100.0% 

0.0% 

Highly Qualified 

358 Faculty: Highly
Qualified In subjects Taught

0 Faculty: Not Highly
Qualified in  subject areas
taught
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT  

Random Acts of Brownies 
Jean-Ellen Jones, the 2nd grade proprietor of Random Acts of Brownies, has been baking 
since she was 2 years old.  At age 3, she decided to specialize in making brownies, and 
began making her “Crazy Creations” as she added all 
sorts of different ingredients.  A year later she 
developed her own recipe – a bacon brownie – which 
has become her favorite.  Her repertoire has grown to 
20 standard flavors which range from the popular 
Salted Caramel or Blondie varieties to the unusual 
combinations of Ghost Pepper, Potato Chip, Chai 
Tea, Banana Split Vegan, or Bacon Jalepeno!  She 
also makes seasonal flavors and takes special 
requests. 

Jeanie’s mother, Elizabeth, said that they chose 
OHVA as they enrolled Jeanie in kindergarten because they did not want her to experience 
school bullying, and also wanted her to be able to move at her own pace, which the 
program has allowed her to do thus far.  Jeanie says she likes the activities that come with 
the curriculum, and enjoys Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress because they are like 
games to her. Jeanie enjoys e-schooling because gives her the chance to do what she wants 
and earn money for college.  In her own words, “After school I can bake.” 

Jeanie decided to start selling her brownies in March of 2015.  The business is growing, 
and Jeanie has established customers with standing weekly orders for her brownies.  She’s 
even discussed purchasing a food truck to hit the road with her concoctions.  OHVA staff 
and teachers were treated to Jeanie’s brownies at the Back to School meeting this past 
August, and gave the samples a wholehearted seal of approval! 
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Success after OHVA 
Monica Williams began schooling with 
OHVA when she was in 5th grade, and 
graduated in 2011.   She is also a recent 
graduate from Lake Erie College in 
Painesville, Ohio.  She has earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English, and a minor 
in Political Science.    

Monica is goal-driven and leadership 
oriented for her future plans.  She is a 
graduate student at Cleveland State 
University and would like to teach at the 
college level with a Master’s degree in 
English Literature.  Currently she has her 
eye on an assistantship position in her 
graduate program, and is working hard to 
achieve her goals after high school.   

What made the difference for her success?  Monica openly shares that schooling in OHVA 
prepared her to be responsible, develop leadership skills, and take initiative with confidence.   As a 
junior in Ohio Virtual Academy, Monica served as the Student Council president.  As a high school 
student, she was learning the ins and outs of planning, logistics, communication and yes, 
friendship, too.   Monica found involvement in OHVA’s clubs and student leadership to be just 
what she needed to prepare her for college life.  Monica recalls in her high school years with 
Student Council, “We were just getting the Spring Dance off the ground.  There was so much to do 
and it taught me so much. It required planning and hard work to step and take action to get things 
accomplished. ”   Attending a small college provided additional leadership opportunities. This 
amazing young woman is even serving on three charter school boards.   

What shared some tips for OHVA 2015 graduates at the OHVA Graduation, sound advice for 
current students as well, “Put effort in anything you’re going to do if you’re going to reap the 
benefits of what you do, and the organizations in which you belong.” 

Monica is confident that her education with Ohio Virtual Academy prepared her well, to develop 
independence and leadership skills to face her challenges today.  “I’m grateful for the experience I 
had with OHVA because it helped me to understand the eSchool experience and has prepared me 
for the type of life I would have after high school.”   

Monica is currently serving on three charter school boards. 
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Monica Williams addresses the Class of 2015: 
Greetings, Class of 2015. I would like to start off by saying congratulations! You’ve worked hard 

for this accomplishment and after today, you will start working towards the next.  
Four years ago, I was same position as all of you. I was excited, yet sad that I was going to be 

leaving a school that I enjoyed and that gave me so much. I was happy to have completed something so 
significant, yet nervous about what was in store for me after I walked across that stage. I was uncertain of 
what my college experience would bring and I did not have clear picture of what my future could be like. In 
the back of my mind, floating around with all of these other emotions, I was also aware of the different 
educational experience that I had received by attending an eSchool.  

I now stand before you today a college graduate, a member of three charter School Boards, and 
with plans to attend Cleveland State University in the Fall where I will be working towards a Masters of 
English Literature in the hope of becoming an English professor. Now, I want to inform all of you that this 
is not at all where I expected to be a few years after graduating from OHVA. During my high school career, 
I was very involved in the school choice movement, because I wanted to ensure that there would be more 
students like you and me who find success through alternative school options. These experiences led me to 
have an interest in law and the legislation surrounding school choice, so, naturally, I wanted to attend law 
school once I completed my Bachelor’s degree. This was my mindset all through college, and even up to this 
past fall when I started applying to law and graduate schools. Since I was only applying to the two law 
schools in the area that I am from, though, I applied to two graduate schools just in case I would not get 
into either of the law schools. Not long after this, I started to change my mind about my career path, and 
ultimately decided to attend graduate school instead once I was accepted for a Master of Arts program.  

Despite the change in my career and educational plans, I was and still am prepared for the choices 
that I have made for my future. Although I have learned a great deal of things since I graduated from high 
school and experienced numerous opportunities, I believe that many of the lessons and skills that I learned 
while attending OHVA played a huge role in my current successes. I would like to share three of them, 
which I feel may be the most important to your future success, as well.  

The first thing I learned in high school is to always be involved. Not only to extracurricular 
activities look good on a resume, but you make connections and build skills that many employers look for in 
a candidate when filling a job position. While I was at OHVA, I joined a large number of clubs and school 
organizations, as well as attended numerous events across the state. I was a member of Student Council and 
the president in my junior year, I worked on the school newspaper, I was a part of the creative writing club, 
I helped plan the Spring Dances, and other local events like Breakfast Club meetings. Through these 
activities, I learned different skills that can still be applied to my life today. I learned to be organized, how to 
plan and implement events, how to work with others on projects, and many other skills that I still use on a 
daily basis. This involvement in high school, also allowed me to know how to balance my school work and 
still have time for extracurricular activities outside of the classroom. While attending college, I belonged to 
even more clubs and groups than I did in high school. As a result, I still continue to build upon those 
important skills and experience that I started to gain when I was a teenager.  

The second thing that I learned in high school is how to be organized and manage my time well. 
Although this is a skill that I also built through my involvement, it is important to those of us who have 
attended an eSchool and will be continuing our education or going into the workforce. At OHVA, it is 
necessary to have a schedule in order to make sure that school work is completed, chores are done, the dog 
gets fed and walked, plans with friends are not forgotten, work schedules are accounted for, and all of the 
other important tasks we had to complete in a day. By attending an eSchool, we signed up to have more 
responsibility over ensuring that we complete everything that is required of us. This skill came in handy in 
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college, since it is essentially up to the student to get their work done and excel in what they are doing. The 
very first day I went to my college, I was extremely worried that it was going to be really tough to keep up 
with all of the work and that I might fall behind. After I completed my first semester, though, I found that it 
was pretty easy to keep up with all of the reading and assignments I was receiving. If it wasn’t for the 
responsibility that OHVA put on me to get things done, I’m not so sure that college would have been as 
manageable as it ended up being for me.  

The third thing that I learned in high school was to always reach out to others when you need help 
and to maintain relationships that I build throughout life. Throughout my time at OHVA, I understood that 
I needed to kmail my teachers and ask them questions in order for them to know that I needed any help or 
that I did not understand something in my lesson. This helped me to not be afraid to reach out to my 
professors in college or my coworkers and bosses when I needed a question answered. My success 
continued once I realized that this was a valuable lesson and something to take advantage of in the future. 
Maintaining relationships goes hand and hand with this skills, as well. Not only did I learn to uphold good 
relationships with my teachers and professors, I also learned to do the same with my friends and peers. 
Many of my school friends lived far away from me, and in all corners of the state. I had to put effort into 
keeping these friendships since we did not see each other in a brick-and-mortar school building every day, 
or around my neighborhood in the afternoons and on weekends. These efforts helped in college, as well, 
especially since I was a commuter all four years and, therefore, did not spend every moment of my college 
career on campus or in a dorm. Like in high school, I was not constantly surrounded by my peers, and I 
had to make sure that I maintained the friendships and connections on campus in order to know what was 
going on and get to know those who were in the same groups and clubs that I belonged to while I was there. 
It was not as difficult to do this in college, though, because I had already learned how to manage these 
relationships and connections.  

If it weren’t for these three skills that I gained while at OHVA, I am not sure how successful I 
would be today. The school provided me with the experiences necessary for the real world. Being involved, 
being organized, and maintaining relations are very important skills for everyday life. To those of you 
graduating today, I hope that you can reflect upon your time in high school and figure out what lessons, 
skills, and experience you’ve had and can now apply to your future schooling, careers, and lifestyles.  

To the parents and families here today, I commend you on helping your students succeed in high 
school, especially since it was an entirely different environment than you were used to as kids and young 
adults. I know that I was grateful to my parents and family who helped me with my school work, organizing, 
transporting me to dance classes, school events, and more, and I am sure that the students sitting here today 
are grateful to their families, as well. If not for engaged and involved parents like yourselves, it would be 
very difficult for a school like this to function in my opinion. It takes great responsibility and hard work, but 
I can see from all of the graduates here today that you have done a fantastic job. I applaud everything you 
have done as learning coaches for your students.  

To the teachers, staff, and administrators of OHVA, I commend you on all of the time and effort 
that you put into ensuring that these students receive a quality education and help them prepare for the 
future. I cannot thank you enough for all that you did for me during the years that I attended the school. I 
know that all of you have continued to be just as wonderful and helpful as more students have attended and 
graduated from the school. If it was not for all of you and your dedication to the school and this style of 
learning, I would not be able to proudly say that I attended a great eSchool, staffed by some pretty awesome 
people, and continue to fight for these types of schools to remain an option for students. I also applaud 
everything that you have done as teachers, staff and administration for the students and families of OHVA.  

Once again, I am happy to see all of you graduating today, and I am glad that I was able to share a 
little bit about my experience in OHVA with you. I congratulate you on all the hard work and responsibility 
you have put into your education I believe that all of you will be successful in your future endeavors.  

To the Class of 2015, congratulations!  
Thank you. 
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The Carpenter Family 

Kathryn and Kevin Carpenter began their schooling journey with Ohio Virtual Academy in 
2002 with their oldest, Kristen.  They were eager to learn about the school and attended an 
Information Session, and researched the curriculum.  Kathryn liked what she saw.  Now years 
later, and with Kristen as a 2015 OHVA graduate, pursuing a nursing degree, they have learned 
a few things along the way.  The four younger students are still OHVA students, with the 
second oldest, Katelynn, starting college early utilizing the current College Credit Plus 
program.  Kristen also got a head start on college, thanks to OHVA and the state of Ohio 
through the Post-Secondary Education Options (PSEO) prior to graduating. 

“Each one of my children have had unique ways of 
thinking and learning.  We have been able to 
individualize what each one has needed, thanks to the 
support of our teachers.” 

Kathryn explains, “Each one of my children have had unique ways of thinking and learning.  
We have been able to individualize what each one has needed, thanks to the support of our 
teachers.”  One of Kathryn’s students is a special learner and works with an intervention 
specialist in addition to his general education teacher.  Nathan has been able to learn in the way 
he has needed to.  Kathryn shares, “The partnership with the teachers is so helpful.  It isn’t just 
me trying to educate him, but behind me there is a whole team of teachers to help him 
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succeed.”  Kathryn has been supported with ideas and resources that she needed, but had not 
thought of or resourced on her own.  

Kathryn’s and Kevin’s younger students are being challenged with “a lot of work” according to 
the youngest Jonathan, and Caleb is getting prepared for high school by taking some courses 
early as a middle schooler.   

While Kathryn and Kevin are thankful for the academic strengths of online learning through 
Ohio Virtual Academy, she shares that OHVA has helped them with more than just academics.  
“As a family, we have been able to have more family time.  We can focus on community 
service and character development.”  Both girls have said they were glad they chose to school 
at home in OHVA, and are thankful to their parents for helping them to have a great start on 
their education.   Kathryn explains, “They can follow a college syllabus and take initiative 
when assignments are due,” and “they have even tutored their college peers who needed help 
with math, and are “definitely prepared with writing” as well. “  

After these many years in OHVA, what advice does Kathryn share with newer families?  “Stick 
to it.  Don’t give up!” she shares.   “There is a rhythm that develops along the way.“  With 
emphasis, Kathryn sums up,  “OHVA prepared them to know how to take responsibility for 
their work and become independent learners.  I know they are getting a good education.”    

The DeRaedt Family 

 
The DeRaedt family has had many students excel at Ohio Virtual Academy. Learn how 
this Ohio Virtual Academy family has ignited a love of learning in their children that has 
allowed them to earn college credits while still in high school. 

Link to video: http://ohva.k12.com/about-our-school/news-announcements/meet-stacia-deraedt  

http://ohva.k12.com/about-our-school/news-announcements/meet-stacia-deraedt
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Spelling Bee Star 

A 7th Grader, Andrew France won the Northeast Ohio 
Media Group’s Cuyahoga County Scripps Spelling Bee in 
March.  Andrew  continued on and represented Ohio 
Virtual Academy at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
Washington D.C. in May.   

 

Wild About OHVA! 

OHVA students and families celebrated the end of the school year at celebration days all 
across the state of Ohio with a Wild theme! 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Matt Norton: President 
David Kalman: Vice President 
Sarah Zimmerman:  Secretary 
Kelly Arndt:  Board Treasurer 
Tim Dirrim:  Board Member 
Ron Simon:  Board Member 
Gina Lopez: Board Member 
Stephen Vasquez:  Board Member 
Adam Davenport: Board Member 
Jacob Moeller:  Board Member 

OHVA ADMINISTRATION 
 

Kristin Stewart, Senior Head of School 
Kate Diu, Treasurer 
Regina Krotzer, Finance Director 
Heidi Ragar, Special Programs Administrator 
Mark Williams, Manager, Special Education 
Susie Ebie, School/Community Relations Coordinator 
Robert Matthews, Curriculum & Assessment Coordinator 
Daniel Zawisza, Operations Manager 
Debbie Wotring, K-2 Principal 
Amy Helm-Borchers, 3-5 Principal 
Kevin Snarr, Middle School Principal 
Nate Young, Middle School Assistant Principal 
Mary Moorman, 9th Grade Principal 
Carrie Cubberley, 10th Grade Principal 
Kyle Wilkinson, 11th/12th Grade & Cohort Academy Principal 
Allison Bentley, Assistant Principal of Academics K-12 
Laura Houser, Professional Development Coordinator  

CHARTER SPONSER 

Lenny Shaffer - Executive Director, Ohio Council of Community Schools 
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Our Approach: Student-Centric, Innovative, 

Our People: Passionate, Engaged, 

Our Students: Inspired, Empowered, Educated 
 

 

 

OHIO VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
1690 Woodlands Dr. Suite 200, 

Maumee, OH 43537-1622 
Phone: 877-648-2512  Fax: 866-339-9071 

 

http://OHVA.K12.com       http://OHVA.K12start.com 

http://ohva.k12.com/
http://ohva.k12start.com/
http://www.k12.com
http://www.ohioschools.org/
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