
 
Welcome, Parents 

to  
 “I Spy a Mystery” 

Ohio Virtual Academy’s 
Literacy Days 2016 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enthusiastic welcome!



What have you read today?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion opener:  We’re here to focus on literacy for our students, but what about you?  What have YOU read today?   



What have you read today?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What have we all read today?  Any fiction in there?  Most adults usually “read for information” as opposed to reading fiction.  We enjoy it all, but there is an increased need in our society to read nonfictional text – for adults and for students. 



Changes! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can see the progression from the younger grades to have a balance between fiction and nonfiction, but as the students progress beyond elementary grades, the reading content shifts to informational text.  Look at those HS numbers – 75% nonfiction!  As students progress through the grade levels we begin with more fantasy, fiction, -- students “learn to read” in the early grades, but they they “read to learn” in the later grades.  Reading content is critical to learning.  They read content in science, social studies, history, and more. 



Why? 

• A 2006 report found that only half the high 
school students who took the ACT exam were 
ready for college-level reading.   
 

• “The clearest differentiator in reading between 
students who are college ready and students who 
are not is the ability to comprehend complex 
texts,” the ACT researchers concluded. 
 

https://education.ucf.edu/mirc/Research/Reading%20Between%20the%20Lines.pdf  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why the emphasis nowadays?  Our students were not prepared for complex text, according to the ACT research. 

https://education.ucf.edu/mirc/Research/Reading Between the Lines.pdf


Just the Facts… 

Informational text 
• What is it? 
• Why is it necessary? 
• Why is Informational Text an important part 

of my student’s education? 
• What should my student be able to glean from 

Informational Text? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain informational text – discuss some of the questions with parents – ask them the questions to engage!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What about our biases?  What would WE rather read?  Do we short change students by thinking that fiction is more engaging than nonfiction?  Is this true?  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s look at comparing both --- take a poll – which do you prefer?



Fiction vs. Nonfiction Reading 
Group Discussion 

Fiction Nonfiction 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Group discussion:  What would we put where?  Describe each one – characteristics, purposes, where we find each one, etc. If possible, use sticky notes and place on the wall where this is projected.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share some of the results.  Do our results look like this?  Anything we missed, or you’d like to point out?



Challenges of Informational Text 

• It can have a bad reputation of being boooring! 
• Exposure is important!   
• Try: 

– Historical fiction 
– Magazines 
– Newspapers/newsfeeds 
– Blogs 
– Documentaries  

• Tap into student’s interests/hobbies 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Challenges – beat the bad rap!Informational text can be very interesting and engaging, but often the vocabulary or details can bog a student down if they aren’t prepared enough or have had enough exposure/practice with it. 



Students Need! 

• Regular practice with complex texts and their 
academic language 
– a progressive development of reading comprehension through the 

grades 

• Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence 
from texts, both literary and informational 
– “Support your answer with evidence from the text”   
– Careful analyses, well-defended claims, and clear information 

• Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction 
– Vital for students to have extensive opportunities to build knowledge 

through texts 
– Fosters independent learning  



Progression of a Standard  

Grade 6 
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Grade 7 
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Grade 8 
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Grades 9-10 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Grades 11-
12 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Note: Bold italic is the new addition to the standard 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example of how a standard for informational text progresses Explain what a standard is – “what we need students to know and be able to do”Different from a curriculum = curriculum is the “how we teach” aspect



More than Just Facts 

• Thinking! 
• Using 
• Applying 
• Synthesizing 
• Describing 
• Comparing 

 
FACTS, DETAILS, and INFORMATION put to 

use = Higher Level Thinking 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why is informational text difficult?We are asking students to do more than just recall facts.  They need to know the facts from the reading and then apply, compare, synthesize, etc!Higher level thinking --- Webb’s Depth of Knowledge, Bloom’s Taxonomy, etc. 



Standards:  Examples 

Grade 7 
Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

CCR Anchor Standard 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Grade 5 
Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text. 

CCR Anchor Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take a look at the anchor standards, and the examples for the grades. 



Let’s Try It 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From a literature unit in K12 – What are some of the details you read?  Dates?Places?Inferences?  What does a “comfortable life” imply?



Strategies 

• Reread! 
• Stress vocabulary 
• Lots of exposure 
• Start with the early grades 
• Print or use a Kindle app  

– Highlight 
– Underline 
– Circle 

 

 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How do we incorporate strategies for informational text for school?  Encourage students to reread!  Many think they need to “get it the first time” and often rereading is necessary and important.  It doesn’t make you a poor reader.  Informational text can be complex and require lots of thinking.   Go through the examples above, and ask for more input from parents. 



Informational Text @ Home 
• Reliable Sources 

– Internet 
• Checking Sources for Reliability 
http://www.library.georgetown.edu/tutorials/research-
guides/evaluating-internet-content 

– Library 
– Reference materials  

• High interest reading 
– Historical Fiction 
– Magazines 
– Newspaper/Newsfeeds 
– Credible Blogs 
– Documentaries 
– Scientific Publications 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share some examples of helpful practices for reading and writing about informational text. The research paper!Examples of reading sources your students enjoy?

http://www.library.georgetown.edu/tutorials/research-guides/evaluating-internet-content
http://www.library.georgetown.edu/tutorials/research-guides/evaluating-internet-content


Modeling, Modeling, Modeling 

• The power of example 
• All genres 
• Let them see you reading and writing! 
• Time in your day 
• Reading for information – find facts to 

support? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your example is more powerful than you realize.  Students need to be read to, and they need to see you read – and write each day.  Set time aside – a precious commodity.  Do they see you question what you read?  Do you talk about it, discuss it? 



Thank You for Coming! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that the future is the key here.  The way and the what of our schooling years is vastly different than what kids need today to be prepared for the future of high tech jobs, analytical thinking, and more.  Access more resources on the Literacy Day webpage!  
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